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Out of a deep concern for our  
residents and in accordance  
with public policy guidelines,  
the Museum District Association  
has made the difficult decision  
to cancel our Mother’s Day House  
and Garden Tour.

MUSEUM DISTRICT ASSOCIATION 
Founded 1964 

PO Box 7186 • Richmond, Virginia 23221 
804-410-1632 • museumdistrict.org

The mission of the Museum District 
Association is to unite, protect and 
advance the interests of the neighbor- 
hood in order to realize its potential 
and improve the quality of life in the 
neighborhood and community.
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Avenue. If you would like to make a presentation to 
the board, please email or call the president.

Dear MDA Members and Friends,
s COVID-19 continues to affect the state, nation and 
world, it is crucial that we do all we can to protect our 
community’s safety and well-being . Out of a deep concern 
for our residents and in accordance with public policy 

guidelines, the Museum District Association has made the difficult 
decision to cancel our Mother’s Day House and Garden Tour, the 
MDA’s only annual fundraiser . The Museum District Association 
Board of Directors will continue to review all federal, state and local 
information to make decisions about future programs and events . 

Your health and safety are our primary concern . Please continue to practice social distancing . 
This means stay home whenever possible . If you go out, maintain at least a six-foot distance from 
other people, and wear a mask if able . If you experience moderate symptoms of COVID-19, 
contact your healthcare provider, but do NOT physically report to a hospital or seek out a test 
unless instructed by a doctor . If you are extremely sick, please seek medical attention . The City 
of Richmond has a dedicated COVID-19 web page for additional information .

In these challenging times, it is important that we demonstrate our collective resolve and 
support each other and our community however we can . Check the HandsOn Greater 
Richmond website for volunteer opportunities to help deliver meals to the vulnerable young 
scholars who are most affected by our school closures . You can continue to support and 
patronize our local restaurants . Many of our favorites are utilizing takeout, curbside delivery 
and home delivery options . I recommend looking to restaurants’ social media pages for the 
most up-to-date information on their hours and offerings . If you just need a little entertainment 
to break up the monotony, there are many resources available from our local library and museums . 
The YMCA of Greater Richmond is providing exercise routines you can do at home . Take this 
opportunity to discover amazing virtual museum tours and stream concerts from all over  
the world .

We appreciate your support of the Museum District Association as we all work to ensure the 
safety and well-being of our community . Please continue to monitor the most up to date 
information from the City of Richmond, the Virginia Department of Health, and the CDC . 
We’re hard at work ensuring that the MDA has a positive impact in this time of need .  n C

Kyle Elliott
2020 MDA Board President
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Residents may be surprised by the multitude of resources available through Richmond Public 
Libraries. There are thousands of FREE fun and interesting things to do through the library 
website! With your library card, you have access to tens of thousands of digital books,  
audiobooks, magazines, movies and TV shows, not to mention the more than 30 databases  
RPL subscribes to. But what if you don’t have a card? Here’s how!

Partial listing of online resources available through RPL

•  Online learning and making with thousands of video classes in practically everything  
including arts, crafts, languages, test prep, daily skills, accounting, history, parenting,  
spirituality, home schooling, health, medicine, DIY and more! 

• Entertainment including television, movies, concerts, and foreign films

•  Business resources such as legal forms, industry indexes, stock markets, company data and 
demographic research

•  Books for reading and listening number the thousands!

•  RPL has a live chat reference service! Patrons can ask questions 24/7 via text or email,  
and can also chat with a librarian in real-time during weekdays from 10am to 6pm. There  
is a Spanish language option as well 

•  Storytime with local librarians

•  For complete list of resources: https://rvalibrary.org/services/online-resources/

RICHMOND  
PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Richmond  
Public Library

Richmond Public Libraries eliminated overdue 
fines for all patrons in February. Borrowers are 
asked to hold on to their checked out materials 
for the time being; due dates are extended to 
May 15, 2020. I N F O R M  |   E N R I C H  |   E M P O W E R

https://rvalibrary.org/services/online-resources/#online-learning
https://rvalibrary.org/services/online-resources/#entertainment-nowEntertainment
https://rvalibrary.org/services/online-resources/#business-services
https://rvalibrary.org/services/online-resources/#read-it-now
https://chat.mosio.com/par/chat/new_chat/mb3505
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZLqaCq4vlPW2nmCmSOdRPlinmuRFsg5o
https://rvalibrary.org/services/online-resources/
http://www.deborahedgar.com/
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You can join online!

Visit museumdistrict.org 
 for more information .

Become a  
member TODAY!

Changes to the  
MDA Board of Directors
New Member

The board of directors officially welcomes Stacy Lunceford as 
programs chair . Stacy has been a member of the MDA since moving to 
the area five years ago . Stacy grew up in Charleston, South Carolina, 
which gave her a strong sense of architectural history and heritage, so 
joining the MDA was an easy decision . She has a love for community 
and enjoys taking her dog Walter on walks around the neighborhood, 
taking in all its beauty and friendliness . Stacy has coordinated private 
and corporate events for over 10 years and we have no doubt that she 
will help to elevate our district’s events over the next year . 

Retiring Member
Hannah Abbey recently retired from the position of school 
liaison for the MDA board of directors . Hannah’s vision and leader-
ship in the role is immeasurable as she wrote the job description and 
brought the board seat to fruition in 2016 . The MDA established the 
Thomas Jefferson High School Scholarship Program and presented 
the program’s first three awards to graduating seniors under Hannah’s 
tenure . Hannah forged relationships with area school administrators 
and made education a regular topic in board meetings . The collection 
box at Belmont Library, where patrons routinely drop school supplies, 

is evidence of Hannah’s efforts to encourage all residents to support teachers and students in 
the immediate area . She also organized numerous teacher appreciation events on behalf of the 
MDA and its members . Thank you Hannah for your positive spirit and vision for education 
across Richmond!  n C

INSIDE  
T HE MDA

n February 6, the Museum District Association hosted an open forum to dis-
cuss and inform residents of Mayor Levar Stoney’s proposal to revitalize parts of 
downtown Richmond, including the currently shuttered Richmond Coliseum . City 
Council Members Andreas Addison and Kim Gray, who have opposing 

views on the proposal, led the discussion . We had a wonderful turnout of interested residents 
for the event, bringing questions about the area to be developed, the budget for the proposal 
and what the project would bring for local business . 

The proposal was struck down just four days after the MDA Forum by five of nine City 
Council Members . City Council has asked Mayor Stoney to revise his plan and submit a new 
Request For Proposals at a future date . We look forward to learning more . We thank City 
Council Members Addison and Gray for joining us and educating our community through 
this informative discourse . Bringing these issues to our neighborhood keeps us informed on 
citywide development . n C

O

Navy Hill Forum Update
by Allison Schutzer

http://www.museumdistrict.org
mailto:MDAnewsletterads%40museumdistrict.org?subject=
https://www.museumdistrict.org/join


Chadwick & Son 
ORCHIDS

INC.

Richmond’s premiere  
orchid supplier since 1989.

203 N. BELMONT AVENUE  
—  in the Museum District  —

804-359-6724 (ORCH)
WWW.CHADWICKORCHIDS.COM

•  Beginner Plants  •  Show Stoppers 
•  Fancy Arrangements

Our boarding program is legendary. Your re-blooming  
orchid “will be like a poodle fresh from the groomer:  

clean, fluffy, and raring to go.”  
— WASHINGTON POST

http://www.chadwickorchids.com
http://www.cutshawautomotive.com
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id you know that Richmond Behavioral Health Authority 
(RBHA) works across our community, with children and 
adults, to address the behavioral health and developmental 
needs of the citizens of Richmond and the greater Richmond 

Community? RBHA staff are in schools, in homes, in hospitals, in 
courts — wherever needed — every day .

Over the last five years, RBHA has seen tremendous growth in its 
programs, services and geographic areas served . In our fiscal year 2019, 
RBHA served nearly 13,000 individuals — that’s over 5% of the city’s 
population . Approximately 30% of the individuals we serve do not 
have insurance, Medicaid or any other means to pay for services .  

Our staff has more than doubled in size to 750 employees in order to 
accommodate the needs of our community . RBHA serves individuals 
and families through Crisis Intervention, Mental Health Treatment 
and Support, Substance Use Disorder Treatment and Prevention,  
Developmental and Intellectual Disability Support and Primary 
Medical Care . RBHA employs behavioral health clinicians and case 
managers, nurses and doctors, peer specialists (individuals with lived 
experience) and a variety of administrative support personnel to serve 
the diverse needs of our community .

While statutorily designated to provide behavioral health and 
developmental services to the citizens of Richmond, RBHA separated 
from Richmond City Government 24 years ago and became a quasi- 
governmental agency . Funding for the services RBHA provides is 
received through fees from consumers, the City of Richmond, the 

D

RBHA in the  
Community
by  Carolyn Seaman 

Richmond Behavioral Health Foundation

Commonwealth of Virginia 
and local, state and federal 
grants .

In 2010, the Richmond Behavioral Health Foundation (RBHF), a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, was established to secure funding 
and resources to address the areas of service where there are gaps in 
funding or where no funding exists . While RBHA focuses on 
treatment of mental health or substance use as well as providing 
supportive services for individuals with developmental or intellectual 
disabilities, RBHF focuses on increasing access to these critical services . 

RBHA and RBHF are grateful for the support from our community 
that helps us provide services and increase access to services for those 
in need . From individual donors to private foundations to corporate 
volunteers, community support has allowed us to accomplish many 
things we could not have accomplished alone .  

Are you a member of a civic organization or corporate entity that 
would like to know more about the work of RBHA and RBHF in our 
community? Let us know! We would love to provide a presentation to 
your group or information about our programs, services, and impact in 
our community . Please call Carolyn Seaman at 804-819-4097 or email 
at carolyn .seaman@rbha .org to learn more .

Please visit www.rbha.org for more information . If you or someone 
else is experiencing a behavioral health crisis, the RBHA crisis  
response line is available 24 hours a day: 804-819-4100 . n C

AROUND T HE
DIS T RIC T

istorical markers honoring two of Richmond’s legal giants, Oliver Hill and  
Spottswood Robinson, were dedicated on February 6 at the federal courthouse 
where they advocated for racial justice . 

“They revealed America’s wounds,” said Chief Judge Roger Gregory of the U .S . 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, “and at the very moment they did so . . .they revealed that the 
medicine was through the rule of law .”

About 150 people attended the ceremony, including Museum District author Margaret Edds 
who wrote the book We Face the Dawn: Oliver Hill, Spottswood Robinson, and the Legal Team 
That Dismantled Jim Crow, which chronicles the careers and legal accomplishments of the two 
African American attorneys .

Hill and Robinson are best known for their successful challenge of school segregation when they 
represented students protesting grossly inadequate schools in Prince Edward County and across 
Virginia under the so-called “separate but equal” doctrine . The case became part of the 1954 
Brown v . Board of Education ruling that prohibited discrimination in education based on race . 

The markers are located at the corner of 10th and Bank Street, outside the Lewis F . Powell, Jr . 
United States Courthouse . Robinson is the namesake of Richmond’s second federal courthouse, 
the Spottswood W . Robinson III and Robert R . Merhige, Jr, Federal Courthouse at 701 East 
Broad Street . n C

New Historical 
Markers Dedicated at 
Federal Courthouse
by  Christina Nuckols

H

http://www.museumdistrict.org
http://www.rbha.org


8 NOV 2019 - Jan 2020

Wills vs. Trusts
It’s not about the Documents...It’s about the Results

Presented by
Jim Garrett, Esq. 

Museum District Resident

Join us for a thought-provoking discussion of the basics of estate 
planning and discover which plan is right for you and your loved ones 

WILLS VS. TRUSTS WEBINARS

We are currently offering our Wills vs. Trusts 
program as a webinar.   Visit our website for 

upcoming dates and times.  

To register please visit 
www.carrellblanton.com/seminars 

or call (804)285-7900

• Estate Planning options:  which work and 
which do not.

• How second marriages and blended families 
change the rules in estate planning.

• How the 2017 tax law changes affect estate 
planning.

• Protecting your loved ones’ inheritance from 
estate taxes, lawsuits, and failed marriages.

• Maximizing total control of your assets and 
your privacy.

• Providing for your own care and well being, 
and that of your loved ones, even if you 
become incapacitated .

• Avoiding Probate and unnecessary delays and 
costs.

• Avoiding court appointed guardianships in the 
case of a disability.

• The 2009 changes to your Advanced Medical 
Directive.

• The 2010 changes to your Power of Attorney.

What We Will Discuss:

Carrell Blanton Ferris & Associates, PLC
7275 Glen Forest Drive, Suite 310 Richmond, VA 23226

Contact us for a consultation.  Seeing clients for 
virtual or in-person meetings.

We invite you to worship Jesus Christ and engage 
with the truth as it is revealed in the Bible 

Sunday morningS at 10:45
3000 grove avenue

http://www.diversityrichmond.org
http://www.carrellblanton.com/seminars
https://www.allsaintspres.org
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BUSINESS  
SPOTLIGHT

The Innerwork Center
Let’s Begin Within

hat is my purpose? Is my life meaningful? What does it mean 
to be spiritual but not religious? The Innerwork Center is a 
welcoming place for Richmonders that can help you 
answer these questions and more .

The Innerwork Center, located at 213 Roseneath Rd ., is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization offering award-winning keynotes, single and 
multi-session programs, retreats, donation based drop-ins and other 
unique opportunities to do inner work both individually and 
collectively . Programs include Mindfulness, Creative Expression and 
Movement, Psychology and Consciousness and Wisdom Traditions 
and Spirituality .

Executive Director Rachel Douglas is guiding a rebirth of the 
nonprofit . Her goal is for the Center to have a meaningful impact on 
the region with a new name (the Chrysalis Institute rebranded as The 
Innerwork Center in 2019) and clearer mission that are more 
reflective of the work being done . Just as Innerwork pursues its 
mission — helping adults follow journeys of spiritual transformation 
— this nonprofit embraces its own evolution . 

This work began in 1994 under founder Nancy Millner, a 
“seeker” from Richmond so motivated by spiritual discovery that she 
traveled the world exploring the beliefs and practices of other cultures 
and religions . She shared her experiences with friends back home, 
and when the group of fellow “seekers” in Richmond grew, Millner 
decided it would have more impact to bring lecturers and teachers to 
the city instead of going to them . Thus was born Chrysalis, a name 
noted for its beauty and as a metaphor for change .

The Chrysalis Center was struggling when The Pew Research Center 
reported results from a survey that showed 30% of Americans 

W

identified themselves as “spiritual but not religious,” or SBNR for 
short . “That research told us that this is a really important organization 
for Richmond to have,” Douglas said . “We deserve to be in the 
world . People deserve to have a place where they can go and  
explore spirituality without dogma, without judgment, without a 
framework — where it’s your personal authority [that] tells you  
what … a meaningful life [looks] like to you .” The organization then 
added a faculty and, with an emboldened sense of purpose, evolved 
into The Chrysalis Institute .

 “We’ve only had a staff for five years, which means we’re old but we’re 
also young,” Douglas said . For 21 years of its existence, the organization 
now known as Innerwork was an all volunteer organization . Today, 
Douglas leads a staff of four and over 40 volunteers who serve as the 
center’s faculty as they continue the journey . The community is 
welcome to use the Meditation Patio in front of the building, and 
there is also a Labyrinth (3318 Loxley Rd . in Northside) that is open 
and available to all seeking a contemplative place to walk mindfully 
and quiet the noise . 

“We’re able to reach our audience now like never before and it continues 
to grow,” Douglas said . The reason many are searching for meaning 
has its evidence in research, she said, making the mission and 
presence of The Innerwork Center even more important .

The Innerwork Center encourages you to find something that speaks 
to you — join the journey,  plant a seed and cultivate growth within .

For more information about programming or to subscribe to the 
newsletter at The Innerwork Center, visit innerworkcenter.org .  n C

by OlGA KLUG

“ The Innerwork Center is a soft pillow of peace  
and non-judgement filled with self-care tools to 
enhance one’s spiritual journey. It has changed 
my life for the better.”

— FJ,  Innerwork Center Member

http://www.museumdistrict.org
http://www.innerworkcenter.org
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In early March, as the Museum District Association 

House & Garden Tour Committee was putting the 

final touches on the 26th annual tour, news broke 

that the first cases of COVID-19 had been diagnosed 

in the Richmond area. After much consideration  

and with event guidelines from the state continuing 

to evolve each day, it became clear that the safest 

choice for everyone involved was to cancel the 

tour and avoid putting anyone at risk. 

by MA Powers

The Tour That

2020

 e Museum District

Mother’s Day

2020

Mother’s Day

 e Museum District
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2905 Ellwood Ave.
Matt & Allison Schutzer
This 1911 home was purchased by Matt and Allison Schutzer in 
2015 . They were engaged on the back porch and the home has been 
a pinnacle in their marriage ever since . Heart of pine floors warm 
the interior of this classic row home . The owners fancy themselves 
novice art collectors and have amassed a number of pieces on their 
travels both domestically and abroad . Although much of the home 
expresses a contemporary style, many of the original details remain 
intact as a trademark of the home’s design . Leaded glass window 
covers, unique tile work on four fireplaces and original pocket doors 
have been lovingly maintained . Without changing the footprint, 
the current owners installed a home office and updated the kitchen 
in the same style as the rest of the home . The couple removed the 
concrete back patio themselves and had a new stone patio installed . 
Now they spend countless hours there during the spring and summer 
tending their roses and vegetable garden .

3012 Floyd Ave.
Mary Weiser
When Mary moved from New York City to Richmond three years ago, 
she brought with her a deep appreciation for walkable neighborhoods 
and the know-how to make the most out of small spaces . She found 
the perfect fit on Floyd Ave . With under 1,500 square feet of living 
space, this semi-detached 1920s brick Colonial wastes not a single 
inch . Highlights of this delightful home include ample custom 
built-in storage, an open floor plan, a first-floor full bath and laundry 
room and plenty of room for outdoor entertaining . The careful use of 
space and intentional editing of furnishings and fixtures have created 
a truly livable not-so-big house in the city .

he 2020 tour would have featured a unique collection of eight historic homes located throughout the neighborhood from 
Ellwood to Monument Avenues with artists painting along the route . The Virginia Museum of History & Culture had 
joined the tour for the fifth consecutive year as the hospitality center, and dozens of volunteers had signed up to serve . 
We are thankful for all of these supporters as well as the numerous sponsors who made financial commitments to the 

tour . The committee is hopeful that we can pick up where we left off for a successful tour next year . In the meantime, enjoy a look 
at the tour that wasn’t and mark your calendars for May 9, 2021!

Thank you to our homeowners:

T
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3137 Grove Ave.
Eric & LeeLee Burfeind
The Burfeinds purchased their 1913 home three years ago and 
beautifully transformed the former duplex into a stunner of a single 
family home . LeeLee Burfeind, an interior designer, put her mighty 
skills to work on this blank canvas of a house . Abundant one-of-a-kind 
chandeliers, vibrantly upholstered furniture, exuberant contemporary 
artwork and a handmade dining room table make this home an eclectic 
dream . The kitchen has been completely renovated, transformed 
from a patchwork of small divided spaces into a wide-open, efficient 
cooking and family area . Don’t miss the generous bar and wine storage 
unit, made by the Burfeinds themselves . Outside, an expansive deck 
with contemporary seating leads to a compact courtyard, bordered 
on the alley side by the original double carriage house . This home’s 
playful, sophisticated style bursts with energy and creativity .

3335 W. Franklin St.
Larry & Judy Meyers
After years of searching for a Museum District home, Larry and Judy 
lucked out when they visited a friend on the beautiful gaslit block 
of 3300 W . Franklin and noticed a recently foreclosed house on the 
corner . It met all of their criteria: lots of windows, a full basement, 
a garage and great details like hardwood floors and a fireplace . It 
needed work, but Larry and his talented friends and family had the 
skills necessary to bring this home back to its former glory . The full 
basement is now a comfortable, wood-paneled Irish pub where the 
couple enjoys spending colder months entertaining friends with a 
selection of beers on tap, several screens to catch games and a bumper 
pool table . In warmer months, they head out to their secluded courtyard 
shaded by a jasmine covered pergola and ivied brick wall .

Canceled

Mother’s Day 
House & Garden Tour

2020
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3310 Grove Ave.
Tom & Diane Payne
The expansive porch of this Grove Ave . home provides a gracious  
entrance to an impeccable interior . Built in 1923, the traditional 
brick structure features all of the classic detailing and exceptional 
craftsmanship of the period, enhanced by a tasteful remodel completed 
in 2015 . Making the most of the home’s generous proportions, Tom 
and Diane removed the wall separating the kitchen and dining room 
and enclosed the adjoining screen porch to create a spacious, open 
layout . They also added an impressive back patio with raised planting 
beds and native flowering plants . Visitors enjoy a collection of works 
by contemporary artists, collectibles from around the world 
and beautiful original windows and woodworking .

3201 Kensington Ave.
Luann Tarren
Luann Tarren moved into her stately 1921 corner home in 2016 and 
immediately set to work updating and improving outdated features 
on every level . The colorfully appointed front porch seating area 
welcomes visitors into the freshly painted interior with restored 
floors, new built-ins and a back porch transformed into a cozy 
breakfast room . An upstairs porch was also converted to a dream 
closet and laundry area . The kitchen shines with new appliances, 
countertops and backsplash . A delightful powder room nearby, with 
its shallow sink, makes great use of its tiny footprint . Not to be 
missed is the master bath upstairs with its expansive exposed brick 
wall adding a backdrop of drama and rustic elegance to the space . 
This bright, open and spacious home reflects Luann’s thoughtful 
creativity, both in the upgrades as well as the variety of artwork, all of 
which have personal meaning and connection to the owner .

Mother’s Day 
House & Garden Tour

2020

http://www.museumdistrict.org
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3202 Monument Ave.
Craig & Jeanne Minyard
Craig and Jeanne Minyard are the third owners of this elegant 
Monument Ave . home, moving to Richmond from Texas in 2019 . 
Built in 1925 by the Thalhimer family, the property has undergone 
thorough renovation while retaining its significant architectural 
elements . Stained paneled doors and built-in bookcases abound 
throughout the first floor’s main living spaces . The art and rich 
earth-toned furnishings combine traditional and contemporary styles 
seamlessly . The Minyards created a stunning white kitchen, steeped 
in texture, light and detail . The yard, with new fencing and a redone 
garage in carriage-house style, boasts a new deck and a clean brick 
bordered sidewalk curving through beautiful green grass . n C

3316 Stuart Ave.
Dr. Peter Greer
Dr . Peter Greer moved into this charming Stuart Ave . home in 2014 
and filled it with personal touches, photographs and art reflecting  
his devotion to and career in education as well as his lifelong 
connection to Maine . The circa 1929 house had been completely 
renovated by the former owner between 2005 and 2008 . The architect, 
Ron Friedman, was tasked with bringing an abundance of light into 
this dark townhouse . To that end, a 25-foot atrium was created in  
the middle of the house, in addition to vaulted ceilings, a skylighted 
shower and seven light transoms above the bedroom and bathroom 
doors . Outside, the front and back yards were skillfully and lovingly 
planted by the former owner, Mary Ann Bearse . Dr . Greer has made 
it his mission to maintain the 30+ varieties of plantings in her memory . 
Each spring, the gardens are a showstopping explosion of color .

Thank you to our sponsors:
The Barking Lot
Barrett Home Photos
Black Hand Coffee Company
BK Martin Construction
Buddy’s Place
CBS 6 Richmond WTVR
Chiocca’s Downstairs Deli & Bar
Closet Factory of Richmond
Cutshaw Automotive
Deborah Edgar Real Estate Group
Anne Hues Designs
James River Air Conditioning Co.

Lane Homes & Remodeling
Liberty Mortgage
Monarch Creative Studio Home Portraits
Publix
Richmond Magazine + R•HOME
Sheppard Street Tavern
Small & Associates Real Estate
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Weathersby Guild Furniture Repair
West End Antiques Mall
Wilton House Museum
Liz Forman, Friend of the Tour

Mother’s Day 
House & Garden Tour

2020

http://www.thebarkinglot.info
https://www.barretthomephotos.com
https://www.blackhandcoffeeco.com
https://www.bkmartin.com/
http://www.buddysplace.net/
https://www.wtvr.com/
https://www.facebook.com/chioccasrva/
https://www.closetfactory.com/locations/richmond/
http://www.cutshawautomotive.com/
http://www.deborahedgar.com/
https://www.annehuesdesigns.com/
https://www.jamesriverair.com/
https://www.lanebuilt.com/
https://www.libertyrva.com/
https://www.monarchcreativestudio.com/
https://www.publix.com/
https://www.richmondmagazine.com/home
http://www.sheppardstreettavern.com/
https://www.smallrealestate.com/
https://www.stmarksrva.org/
http://www.weathersbyguildrichmond.com/
http://www.westendantiquemall.com/
http://www.wiltonhousemuseum.org


ThankS!

At the Visual Arts Center of Richmond’s 
ArtVenture Summer Camp, young people make art with 

Richmond’s most talented professional artists.

Nearly 300 art classes to choose from, including:

Animation 
Filmmaking
Photography

Woodworking
Stained glass
Wheel throwing
+ MORE!

Mornings Afternoons Extended Day

One-week sessions from June 15–September 4 Great for working families

Learn more and register at visarts.org 
or call (804) 353-0094.

http://www.visarts.org
http://www.belmontbutchery.com
http://www.cabinetry-construction.com


http://www.bkmartin.com
http://www.bkmartin.com
http://www.stmarksrichmond.org
http://www.wiltonhousemuseum.org
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magine you’re a potted shrub — or maybe a tree . You’re sitting 
in the nursery feeling the loving care of the skilled arborists 
who tend to you, but inside your pot, your tender roots 
are reaching the bounds of their existence . You’re pressing 

outward on your plastic container . There’s now 
more root than soil in there, and you’re growing 
weak with hunger for the deep, rich and expan-
sive soil of just the right place to spread your 
underground wings so your above-ground arms 
can reach out and up into the fresh air . You 
long to flower . To leaf . To breathe . To support 
bird nests, honeybees and butterflies . To make 
your owner, and your planet happy . You’re 
starving for a good, permanent home . 

Now come back to yourself as the owner of a small Museum District 
garden, and pause before you grab something in the greenhouse that 
just doesn’t belong up against your foundation . 

As a general rule, the size of the root structure of a tree is four to seven 
times the area covered by its crown . That means a 15 to 30-foot  
dogwood’s root system could cover anywhere from 185-660 square feet! 
And though folks in our neighborhood are generally more shrub growers 
than tree growers, essentially the same rules apply for shrubs . The 
underground world of plants takes up more space than you might think . 

I’ve made this mistake myself . In my new-to-the-neighborhood glee, 
I ran out and acquired two matching pots for my step platforms . I 
followed the Spiller-Filler-Thriller rules of potting — planting some 
spiller creeping jenny, filler begonias and a very interesting pair of 
thriller 12-inch high ornamental conifers . I was so proud — until they 
sprung up four feet and I had to relocate them to the backyard . 

At present they’re about 10 feet tall and Lord only knows what’s going 
on underground . They have absolutely no business being in my garden, 
but now I’ve grown so attached to them that I can’t let them go . 

So, take my advice and channel your plant’s inner rootedness before 
bringing it home to roost . n C

Find the Spiller-Filler-Thriller planting technique at  
www.provenwinners.com/Container-Design

L OCAL 
GARDENER

I

Janie Wilson

by Janie Wilson

Rootedness

My beloved conifer I never should have bought.

The underground world of  
plants takes up more space than 
you might think. 

As a general rule,  
the size of the root structure  
of a tree is four to seven times  
the area covered by its crown.

http://www.museumdistrict.org
http://www.provenwinners.com/Container-Design
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s we move into the typically energized real estate season 
there are obviously other abnormal issues at play . Prior to 
the novel coronavirus, the future looked extremely 
healthy for both the economy and the housing market . 

How the housing market will react remains to 
be seen . One can only hope that the funda-
mentals driving and sustaining the market 
over the past several years will have the 
resilience to get us through this period of 
uncertainty .

Overall, 2019 was a pretty good year for the 
Richmond market with an annual apprecia-
tion rate of 3 .56%, the eighth straight year of 
appreciation .

Even without the external forces, the market 
has been more and more restricted due to the lack of inventory 
mentioned in the last Columns issue . The Fan, Museum District 
and near West End appear to be the most highly impacted areas due 
to their popularity . In a normal market there are typically five to six 
months’ worth of inventory on the market . Currently there are 
roughly 1 .5 months’ worth of homes on the market in the city, 
down from about 1 .9 a year ago . 

To be more specific there are only four single family homes for sale 
in the Museum District as of this writing . Comparing the start of 
2020 with 2019, there were 14 single-family homes sold at this time 
in 2019 versus six homes sold year to date in 2020 . Townhouse and 
condo numbers are increasing both in number of sales and values at 
a quicker rate than single-family housing .

On a positive note, as a result of the current economic conditions, 
interest rates have gone down making homes more affordable . 
Mortgages above 4% would likely benefit from a refinance —  
obviously subject to individual circumstances .

The area in general remains incredibly active with the continued 
investment in Scott’s Addition and the Arthur Ashe Boulevard 
corridor, the ongoing Publix-based redevelopment at the west end 
of Carytown, the planned hotel at Thompson & Floyd and the 
more remote Dabney Rd . area projects all adding to the value of 
living in the Museum District . n C

Steve Jones
Joyner Fine Properties

A

R E A LT O R ’ S 
C O L U M N

Get a Historic Plaque 
for your House!
Properties located within the nationally registered 
West of the Boulevard Historic District may be issued 
a West of the Boulevard plaque. At the time that the 
Museum District neighborhood was added to the 
historic registry the name was the West of the 
Boulevard Historic District, therefore plaques reflect 
this historic name. Plaques are $75 and are available 
only for properties within the district.

To order yours, visit the MDA website at museumdistrict.org.  
Under Resources, go to Marketplace, and you will see a link for house plaques.

Sound Fundamentals  
Should Carry Us Through

On a positive note, as a result of 
the current economic conditions, 
interest rates have gone down 
making homes more affordable. 

JOIN THE REVOLUTION!

307 North Robinson Street
Richmond 23220

(804) 358-3779
Jeffrey W. Taylor, DVM

WALK YOUR PET TO THE VET

How can I protect my cat from nasty parasites?
You can protect your cats from nasty parasites including 
irritating fleas, painful ear mites, dangerous  hookworms 
and roundworms and, if left untreated, fatal heartworms. 
Thanks to Revolution, there’s an easy fast way to protect 
your cat against all these parasites. There are no pills, no 
sticky sprays and no hassle! With simply a spot a month, 
Revolution protects your cat inside and out! Revolution is 
100% satisfaction guaranteed. Call us today and ask how 
your cat can join the Revolution!

open daily 11:30am to midnight
425 N Belmont Avenue • 804.355.3228

Downstairs
Deli & bar

Hey! MOMS LOVE

https://www.museumdistrict.org/house-plaques
https://www.fanveterinaryclinic.com
https://www.facebook.com/chioccasrva/
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The City of Richmond’s Department of Emergency Communications provides important information on how to 
contact emergency resources by phone or text. The following dos and don’ts are also found on their website.

What to Know When You Need  
to Call 911 in an Emergency

When calling 911
Do
 n Call 911 only during a real emergency, such as someone is 

hurt, property is being damaged or a crime is being committed .

 n Call 911 first before making any other call . 

 n Stay on the line until your call is answered, even if you dial 911 
by mistake .

 n Speak clearly and calmly .

 n Tell the operator the location of the emergency, including the 
address and any landmarks you can see .

 n Answer all of the operator’s questions to the best of your 
ability . Responders are already on the way, so the information you 
provide helps them prepare for arrival .

 n Stay on the line until help arrives or the operator tells you it’s 
OK to hang up .

 n Teach children and those with disabilities how to call 911 for 
help . Resources are available here: http://www.911forkids.com/

Do Not
 n Do not allow children to play with old cell phones, which can 

still dial 911 .

 n Do not hang up once 911 has been dialed. You can explain to 
the operator if the call was made by mistake . Wait until the  
operator advises you to hang up .

 n Do not assume the operator knows your location .

 n Do not hang up until you are advised to do so .

When Texting 911
If you cannot call 911, you can now send a text message to 911 
for emergency assistance in the City of Richmond, City of Colonial 
Heights, Hanover County, Chesterfield County and Henrico County .

It may not available in all areas of Virginia or the United States .

Do
 n Call if you can, text if you can’t .

 n Send a text message to 911 if you are deaf or  
hard-of-hearing, can’t speak, or it is not safe for you to speak . 

 n Provide the exact location of the emergency in the  
text message .

 n If you do not receive a reply by text or if you receive a  
reply that texting is not available, call 911 .

Do Not
 n Do not text and drive.

 n Do not send photos or videos to 911 at this time .

 n Do not copy others on the message to 911 .  
Text-to-911 cannot include more than one person .

WHEN should I text 911?
Text 911 only for an emergency AND you are not able to call 911 . 
Call if you can, text if you can’t . If you are uncertain of your phone’s 
ability to text, call 911 .

HOW do I send a text to 911?
Enter the numbers 911 in the “to” or “recipient” field; type a short 
message with the location and ask for fire, police or ambulance; 
then hit send . Send short text messages using simple words without 
abbreviations or slang .

FAQs on text-to-911 WHAT happens after I send a  
text message to 911?
When you send a text message to 911, you will receive EITHER: 
An automated text message that states, “Make a voice call to 911 
for help; text to 911 is not available” OR a text message from a live, 
emergency call-taker who will ask you to provide more information . 
Provide text answers to all of the operator’s questions to the best of 
your ability . Responders are already on the way, so the information 
you provide helps them prepare for arrival . 

For more information, visit the Department of Emergency Commu-
nications website at richmondgov .com/content/EmergencyCommu-
nications/index .aspx . n C

by Liz Bryant

9-1-1 graphic courtesy of the National Emergency Number Association

http://www.museumdistrict.org
http://www.911forkids.com/
http://www.richmondgov.com/content/EmergencyCommunications/index.aspx
http://www.richmondgov.com/content/EmergencyCommunications/index.aspx


IN HISTORIC

Richmond, va

3200 W LEIGH ST  RICHMOND, VA  /  ARDENTCRAFTALES.COM

Scott’s AdditionARDENT CRAFT ALES

NOW OFFERING SAME-DAY
DELIVERY

TAPROOM CURBSIDE
PICKUP

ONLINE ORDERING + ZERO-CONTACT DROPOFF    |    BEER, WINE, CIDER + SNACKS

Contact us for a 
FREE tour and 
GUEST PASS!
804-272-7401 

sra2office@gmail.com
sra-fun.org Forest Hill Avenue

3201 
Chellowe

Road
RVA 23225

Chellowe Road
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• 4 pools!
• Water slide!
• Champion swim team!

• + Winter ICE RINK!

• 9 courts!
• Day/evening!
• Lessons/clubs!

2709 Monument Avenue • Richmond, VA 23220 • 804-355-8637 • fbcrichmond.org

In times like these,
Richmond’s First Baptist 
Church is here for you.
Sunday worship online at 11 a.m.
Webcast: fbcrichmond.org/watch
Broadcast on TV8 at 11 a.m.

https://www.ardentcraftales.com/order-beer
http://www.sra-fun.com
http://www.fbcrichmond.org
http://www.fbcrichmond.org/watch
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What is your idea of perfect happiness? 
Watching an iridescent sliver of morning sun appear on the horizon 
at daybreak on Hatteras Island. 

What is your greatest fear? 
Being stuck in an elevator during an electrical blackout. 

Which living person do you most admire? 
Can “living” be metaphorical? Thomas 
Cannon Sr., the Richmond postal 
worker — now deceased — who 
quietly gave away tens of thousands of 
dollars to people he deemed deserving 
or in need.

What is your greatest e 
xtravagance? 
Potato chips. I eat them by the bagful.

What is your greatest  
regret? 
Never learning to swim properly. I 
once tried so hard that my purple 
bathing suit turned bronze from 
chlorine in the pool water.

What or who is the love of 
your life? 
My truest friend who, luckily, is also 
my husband. 

Which talent would you 
most like to have? 
It would be musical — either to sing or play an instrument like a 
virtuoso.  

The Proust  
Questionnaire
Adapted by Ben Hopkins

What is your current state of mind? 
Awakened (hopefully), clearly seeing what’s around me.

What do you consider your greatest achievement? 
The days when I meet my intention to live with integrity.

If you were to die and come back as a person or a 
thing, what would it be? 

Renee Fleming, that gorgeous voice and 
also she seems to have fun. 

What do you regard as the 
lowest depth of misery? 
Estrangement from another person, not 
being able to bridge the gulf.

What is it that you most 
dislike? 
Arrogance and bullying (not naming 
names, just saying).

How would you like to die? 
Serene in knowing that I’ve fully lived.

What is your motto? 
“Whatever comes your way is yours to 
handle.” (Eleanor Roosevelt)

What’s the most Richmond 
thing you can do? 
Stroll over to the VMFA on a summer 

evening, marvel at the cloud formations above those lofty oaks, take 
a mini-art tour if it’s Friday night or sway to jazz on a Thursday, 
maybe even catch of glimpse of fireworks from the Diamond as you 
walk home. n C

The Proust Questionnaire is a series of questions about personality that became 
popular in the late nineteenth century. While French author Marcel Proust did not 
write the questions, his answers (and the questions) were published in 1890. Modified 
versions of the questionnaire have been used over the years by James Lipton as part 
of his show “Inside the Actor’s Studio” and Vanity Fair magazine, which features the 
answers of celebrities in the back pages of each issue. 

Retired journalist and author Margaret Edds has lived in the Museum District for 
40 years .  Her latest book is “We Face the Dawn: Oliver Hill, Spottswood Robinson, 
and the Legal Team that Dismantled Jim Crow .”

Margaret Edds
Author
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City 
Mayor Levar Stoney .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-646-7970 
Chief Administrative Officer (Vacant) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-646-7978 
Citizens Assistance .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-646-7000 or 311 
Public Works (Leaf and trash collection, sidewalks and tree maintenance, etc .)  .  . 804-646-0999
Building Permits, Inspections .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-646-6955 
Environmental/Housing Code  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-646-7448 

Police & Fire
Emergency  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 911
Fire Non-emergency  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-646-6640
Police Non-emergency .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-646-5100 
Crime Stoppers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-780-1000
3rd Precinct  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-646-1412
Animal Control  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-646-5573
               .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (after hours) 804-646-5123 

RVA311 
RVA311 is the City of Richmond’s new centralized format for easily reporting, filing and tracking 
all resident service requests . 

Replacing the old SeeClickFix system, RVA311 is a full-scale online and mobile app solution which 
allows residents to record service requests directly to various government entities including the 
Richmond Police Department, the departments of Public Works, Public Utilities, Social Services and 
Finance and the Department of Planning and Development . Requests for service cover everything 
from pothole reports, broken streetlights and damaged infrastructure to unlawful dumping, 
sanitation concerns, graffiti, abandoned vehicles and much more . The system is very user friendly, 
and even includes a FAQ section to help with general questions about taxes, parking and other 
city-related functions . 

To get started, residents can go to www.rva311.com and set up an account for reporting . Once 
issues or complaints are filed, they can be tracked from inception, to assignment and ultimately 
through to conclusion .

City Council
Andreas Addison (1st District)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-646-5935  
     andreas .addison@richmondgov .com
Kimberly Gray (2nd District)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-646-6532  
     kimberly .gray@richmondgov .com 
Stephanie Lynch (5th District)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-646-6050 
     stephanie .lynch@richmondgov .com

For information on City Council meetings, visit https://richmondva.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx .

School Board
Jason Kamras, School Superintendent  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .804-780-7710
Elizabeth Doerr, Richmond 1st District  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-929-6624  
     edoerr@rvaschools .net
Scott Barlow, Richmond 2nd District .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-929-6571  
     jbarlow3@rvaschools .net
Patrick Sapini - Richmond 5th District .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-929-6930
     psapini@rvaschools .net

To watch school board proceedings and meetings:  
Go to: http://www.boarddocs.com/vsba/richmond/Board.nsf/Public

Virginia General Assembly
Delegate Dawn Adams (68th) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-698-1068 
Delegate Betsy Carr (69th)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 804-698-1069
Del . Jeffrey Bourne (71st)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .804-698-1071

US Congress (District 4) 
A . Donald McEachin .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 202-225-6365

US Senate
Mark Warner .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 202-224-2023
Tim Kaine  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 202-224-4024 
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http://www.rva311.com
mailto:andreas.addison%40richmondgov.com?subject=
mailto:kimberly.gray%40richmondgov.com?subject=
mailto:stephanie.lynch%40richmondgov.com?subject=
https://richmondva.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
mailto:edoerr%40rvaschools.net?subject=
mailto:jbarlow3%40rvaschools.net?subject=
mailto:psapini%40rvaschools.net?subject=
http://www.boarddocs.com/vsba/richmond/Board.nsf/Public


1124 N Arthur Ashe Blvd 
804.358.9548

Scott’s Addition Design Destination!

follow us on              janetbrowndesign.com

Proudly serving 
Richmond with 

high-quality, 
distinctive interiors 
for over 25 years.

1126 N Arthur Ashe Blvd 
804.355.7454

BOOKKEEPING  
SOLUTIONS FOR  
YOUR SMALL  
BUSINESS 

Bookkeeping
Solutions
& Consulting, LLC

Let us tailor a plan that 
best suits your business - 
weekly and monthly plans 
available. We specialize  
in QuickBooks Online, 
QuickBooks Desktop and 
Xero.

We also support popular 
retail systems including 
QuickBooks POS, 
LightSpeed, LAVU, Clover, 
MobileBytes, Square and 
MarginEdge.

To learn more about us,  
call or visit our website:

804-677-3077
www.bookkeepingRVA.com

http://www.sheppardstreetantiques.com
http://www.sheppardstreetantiques.com
http://www.janetbrowndesign.com
http://www.janetbrowndesign.com
https://www.retreatdoctors.com
http://www.bookkeepingRVA.com


May-Jul 202024 Richmond, VA

No one knows your home better than you do.

And no one knows what it takes to sell your  
Museum District home better than Chris Small.

Contact Chris today to find out how he can get your home sold.
804-350-0879 | chris@smallre.net | chris.theRVAlife.com

http://www.chris.theRVAlife.com
http://www.chris.theRVAlife.com

